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Most Caribbean countries have specific dance songs which have traditionally

been given national status.

One of Haiti's dance-songs, the Merengue

(pronounced meh-reng-gay), created a style of pop music called Compas. The
national dance-song of the Dominican Republic is the Merengue.

Fast, rhythmic
dance.

Songs with verses
which alternate with
instrumental interludes.

Interludes are
called mambos.

From the 19th
century.

Merengue

Originally had Spanish
guitar (cuatro),
tambora (double-sided
drum) and guiro.

During mambos singers
dance energetically and
the tambora plays
syncopated rhythms.

Now include accordion,
double bass,
saxophones and
tambora.

Answer guestions in full sentences

Q.1. Where does Merengue come from?

Q.2. Describe, in your own words, what the Merengue is.
Q.3. What instruments are used in the Merengue?
Q.4. Why do you think syncopated rhythms are so important?
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Calypso is the national dance-song of Trinidad and Tobago. Trinidad and
Tobago has an unusually broad cultural history. The Europeans from France,
Spain and England settled in the islands an brought their cultures with them.

Accompanied
by guitar.

Words of Calypso
are about local
people and issues.

Uses lots of
syncopated rhythms.

Today, popular Calypsos
are arranged for bands
to play.

Instruments include:
trumpets, saxophones,
electric guitars, keyboards
and percussion.

Answer questions in full

sentences

Q.1. Where does Calypso come from?

Q.2. Describe, in your own words, what Calypso is.

Q.3. What instruments are used in Calypso?
Q.4. What different musical styles developed from Calypso?

Steel bands play
popular Calypsos.

Soca developed from ideas
from Calypso and American
soul music.
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It comes from rural songs

which describe and made fun of local events and people, just as in the case
of calypso in Trinidad and Tobago.

Words about
local people and
issues.

Popular Mento melodies
are played on a fife (a
bamboo flute) and
accompanied by the
banjo, guitar, percussion
and string bass.

Mento

Also played by bands to
help bring the music to
urban centres.

Answer questions in full sentences

Q.1. Where does Mento come from?

Q.2. Describe, in your own words, what Mento is.
Q.3. What instruments are used in Mento?
Q.4. What rhythmic features are important in Mento?

Accompanied by
banjo and guitar

Banjo plays fast, off-
beat chords, while
other instruments play
their own syncopated
rhythms.




